
 
 

  

 
 

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

April 11, 2023 
4:00pm 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

  
 

Chair of Committee Councilor Paula Schnepp opened the meeting via Zoom link at 4:05pm, Roll 

Call was taken  

 

In attendance: Councilor Paula Schnepp; Councilor Gordon Starr; Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy; 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis; Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  

 

To view the Appointments Committee interviews click the link: 

 

https://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/show/10485?channel=1  

 

Chair of Committee Councilor Paula Schnepp made the announcement that the Committee 

members were all meeting remote using the Zoom link provided to the Public and the Committee 

members 
 

Chair of Committee asked for any Public Comment, Chair recognizing the following in attendance 

and asked if there was any Public Comment from the individuals attending via ZOOM 

1. President Matthew Levesque (observing and listening) 

2. Mr. Bob Schulte (observing and listening) 

3. Mr. John Crow (observing and listening) (left meeting at 5:00pm) 

4. Councilor Betty Ludtke (observing and listening) 

 

Chair of Committee made the announcement that the Appointments Committee members would be 

conducting interviews for the Planning Bard, and Conservation Commission for those that 

submitted applications, however the Appointments Committee would hold recommendations of 

these two until all applications and reappointment considerations have been scheduled and 

interviewed. 

  

Interview the following candidates  

 

Rachel Todoroff, Conservation Commission: Ms. Todoroff works at Sturgis Charter School, as is 

pleased to see that the Town of Barnstable has a Conservation Commission, she feels passionately 

about the environment and once our resources are gone, they are gone, and you can’t get them back. 

She would like to be part of the Conservation Commission to add a different perspective on the 

environment.  

Chair of Committee asked if any of the Committee members had any questions, Councilor Tracy 

Shaughnessy asked about consensus and how does she believe a Commission such as Conservation 

gets to that. Ms. Todoroff said that especially today that is a real challenge, but as someone who 
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works in a school, you need to be open to all ideas, and thoughts, and then on those ideas an d 

thoughts you build a compromise for the solution by using everyone’s thoughts and ideas, it can’t be 

one sided. Ms. Todoroff understands she needs to learn a lot, and is willing to learn. Councilor Atsalis 

asked if she is aware of the Wetlands Protective Act that guides the Conservation, she knows a little, 

but understands she has a huge learning curve, and wants to give back to her community in an area 

she is passionate about. 

 

 
Chair of Committee  mentioned that she is the liaison to the Conservation Commission and thanked 

all the current members for serving, it is a lot of work and a lot of commitment to the committee, 

but a new perspective and fresh ideas is always good to bring to a committee. Chair of the 

Committee explained the process and the next steps in the process of the Appointments Committee 

and asked that if she had any questions or concerns to please feel free to reach out to our office. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

  

Matthew Teague, Planning Board: Mr. Teague was a member and a Chair of the Planning Board 

and served from 2008 to 2014, and has shown interest in serving again on the Planning Board. He 

interviewed in 2020 and was not appointed at that time, but has renewed his interest and application 

again. 
 

 
Chair of the Committee also explained to Mr. Teague that the Planning Board currently has a 

vacancy, and 3 members that are up for reconsideration of reappointment. The Appointments 

Committee will not make a recommendation for the Planning Board until all the applicants that 

submitted applications and those that have shown interest in the past, as well as the current 

members that are up for reappointment have been interviewed.  

 

Angela Tangney, Conservation and Sandy Neck Board 

Chair of Appointments Committee explained to Ms. Tangney who applied for the Sandy Neck 

Board, explaining  the current vacancy is for an individual that currently is on the Conservation 

Commission and is a representative member to the Sandy Neck Board.  



 
 

  

 

 



 
 

  

 



 
 

  

 

Daniel Gomes, Youth Commission: was a member a year when he was an 8
th

 grader, but had to 

move off Cape for a while, and has returned and would like to get back into the Youth Commission. 

He currently attends Barnstable High School as a freshman, and is aware of all the programs and 

events that the Youth Commission participates in and organizes.  

Councilor Mendes asked Mr. Gomes if he saw anything at the High School right now that he sees as 

a problem that does not have a great solution. He sated the vaping in the bathroom is a serious issue, 

there are alarms in the bathroom, however by the time the teacher arrives at the bathroom, those that 

violated the rule get away, and the innocent student just using the bathroom is now subjected to a 

search, he sees this policy as wrong and unbalanced. He also knows students that will not even use 

the bathroom the entire day because of this policy. 



 
 

  

 

Jeffrey Kaschuluk, Conservation Commission: 

 

Chair of Committee mentioned that she is the liaison to the Conservation Commission and that the 

current members put in a lot of work and a lot of commitment to the committee, but having a new 

perspective and fresh ideas is always good to bring to a committee. Chair of the Committee 

explained the process and the next steps in the process of the Appointments Committee and asked 

that if he had any questions or concerns to please feel free to reach out to our office. 



 
 

  

 
 



 
 

  

 
 

 

Barbara Hersey, Mid Cape Cultural Council 



 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Sophia Machnik, Youth Commission: She heard about the Youth Commission first through her 

Councilor, then she looked at the information regarding the Youth Commission and reached out to 

Izzy Rudy, current Chair of the Youth Commission, who was very glad to explain in more detail 

about the Youth Commission, and she decided from that conversation with Izzy, that she wanted to 

become a member of the Youth Commission. 

 



 
 

  

 
 

Paul Hendricks Jr., Shellfish Committee 

 
Chair of Committee thanked all the applicants for submitting their applications, and reminded those 

that interviewed tonight that the interviews for the Planning Board and the Conservation 

Commission would be ongoing, and no recommendations would be made tonight for those 

positions until all applicants and reconsiderations have been interviewed.  



 
 

  

Chair of the Committee asked for any recommendations from the Committee members for those 

positions they could recommend to serve. 

 

Councilor Shaughnessy made the motion for Sophia Machnik and Daniel Gomes be recommended 

to serve on the Youth Commission as student members to a term expiring 06/2024, this was 

seconded by Councilor Mendes 

 

Administrator to the Town Council took a roll call vote: 

 

Councilor Gordon Starr          yes 

Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy  yes 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis  yes 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  yes 

Councilor Paula Schnepp       yes 

 

Chair of Committee asked for any more recommendations: Councilor Starr recommended Barbara 

Hersey to the Mid Cape Cultural Council as a regular member to a term expiring 06/2025; 

 

Administrator to the Town Council took a roll call vote: 

 

Councilor Paula Schnepp       yes 

Councilor Gordon Starr          yes 

Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy  yes 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis  yes 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  yes 

 

Councilor Mendes made the motion to recommend to the full Council, Paul Hendricks’s Jr. as a 

professional fisheries trained member to the Shellfish Committee to a term expiring 06/2024 

 

Administrator to the Town Council took a roll call vote: 

 

Councilor Paula Schnepp       yes 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis  yes 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  yes 

Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy  yes 

Councilor Gordon Starr          yes 

 

Chair of Committee read into record the resignation of Stephen Costello, Planning Board, and 

effective April 1, 2023.  

 

Administrator to the Town Council took a roll call vote: 

 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  yes 

Councilor Paula Schnepp       yes 

Councilor Gordon Starr          yes 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis  yes 

Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy  yes 

 

 

 



 
 

  

Chair of Committee asked for a motion to accept the meeting minutes of March 14, 2023 

Councilor Gordon Starr made the motion to accept the meeting minutes of March 14, 2023 as 

written.  

 

Administrator took a roll call vote: 
 

Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy  yes 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis  yes 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  yes 

Councilor Paula Schnepp       yes 

Councilor Gordon Starr          yes 
 

Chair of Committee asked for a motion to adjourn: Councilor Gordon Starr made the motion to 

adjourn, this was seconded by Councilor Mendes; Administrator took a roll call vote: 

 

Councilor Gordon Starr          yes 

Councilor Tracy Shaughnessy  yes 

Councilor Nikolas Atsalis  yes 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes  yes 

Councilor Paula Schnepp       yes 
 

ADJOURN: 6:15pm 


