Town of Barnstable

This section summarizes the content and key highlights of the
2010 Open Space and Recreation Plan (2010 OSRP) for the
Town of Barnstable.

Section 2. Introduction

Open spaces devoted to conservation or recreation help to
define community character and enhance quality of life. Over
several decades the Town of Barnstable has demonstrated a
strong commitment to preserving and enhancing its open space
resources, including development of successive open space
plans. In 2005, the Town developed and began implementing
an Open Space and Recreation Plan (2005 OSRP) in
compliance with guidelines set forth by the state Division of
Conservation Services.

Highlights of municipal and private open space and recreation
initiatives following the adoption of the 2005 OSRP include:

= Open Space Protection — an additional 301.18 acres came
under protection through acquisition or conservation
restriction. Of this amount, the Town purchased 62.36 acres
of open space and the Barnstable Land Trust purchased
80.21 acres. The remaining 158.61 acres was covered
under a conservation restriction held by the Town, by a
water district, or by a private conservation organization.
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Public Access Enhancements — the Town established the
Coastal Access Plan (CAP) with $1,985,000 in funding to
enhance access to coastal waters town-wide. Projects
undertaken by the CAP include bulkhead and boat ramp
improvements, parking lot improvements for drainage and
access, dinghy tie-up rails, site surveys and engineering
services. Much of this work has been coordinated through
the Town’s Ways to Water Program. In addition, a $5
million improvement to the Barnstable Harbor bulkhead is
underway.

Conservation Area Maintenance and Programs — the
Conservation Division has acquired grants and undertaken
habitat restoration and fire prevention projects at several
town conservation areas including 31 acres at Seabury
Farms on Route 6A, 15 acres at the Centerville-Osterville-
Marstons Mills (C-O-MM) fields, 1,814 acres in and
around the West Barnstable Conservation Area, and 217
acres at the Danforth property in Marstons Mills. The
Growth Management Department received a Barnstable
County Land Management Grant to establish new passive
recreation trails within the Danforth Recreation Area. The
trails, completed in 2009, provide public access to Mystic
Lake and connect to the extensive trail network in the West
Barnstable Conservation Area. Additionally, a new
parking area was constructed off of Race Lane to serve
visitors to the Danforth Recreation Area.
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Salt Marsh Restoration - The Bridge Creek Salt Marsh
project restored 40 acres of degraded marsh in West
Barnstable. The Town received $1.5 million from federal,
state, and private funding sources to restore tidal flow into
the marshland. The collaborative project was completed in
2005 and received federal recognition through the Coastal
America Partnership Awards.

Recreation Programs and Facilities — the Hyannis Youth
and Community Center (HYCC) opened in 2009. The
center is a year-round, full-service facility with two skating
rinks, two basketball courts, a skateboard park, a café and a
youth center with after-school programming. The
Recreation Division also conducted a needs assessment to
prioritize improvements to athletic fields, and expanded
access to and affordability of recreation programs.

Policies, Regulations and Planning — the Town completed
numerous plans that contribute to a coordinated growth
management and open space strategy for the community.
These include, but are not limited to, the Barnstable
Comprehensive Plan, Historic Preservation Plan, and
Coastal Resources Management Plan. An on-going
evaluation of town-owned parcels (including tax title
properties) is underway to determine the suitability of
properties for open space protection, recreation and
affordable housing.

Property Reclamation or “Undevelopment™ - the Town
adopted as a land use strategy the reclamation or
“undevelopment” of existing developed properties.
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Properties are undeveloped for the purposes of traffic
mitigation, resource protection or property remediation,
with the added benefit of creating open spaces in densely
developed areas. This initiative is supported by the Cape
Cod Commission’s Development of Regional Impact
mitigation program. Six properties in Hyannis, Centerville
and Cotuit have been undeveloped.

A purpose of the 2010 Open Space and Recreation Plan is to
update the 2005 OSRP and maintain the Town’s eligibility for
state funding assistance for open space and recreation
purchases and improvements. A broader purpose is to provide
a blueprint to guide the Town’s plans, investments, policies
and regulations in support of protecting and enhancing open
space and recreation resources.

The 2010 OSRP was prepared by Ridley & Associates, Inc. for
the Growth Management Department and with guidance from
the Land Acquisition and Preservation Committee (LAPC).
Broad-based community input for the 2010 OSRP was
gathered through a widely distributed community survey,
through meetings with town departments, boards and
commissions involved with open space and recreation in the
Town, and through meetings with representatives of
stakeholder groups. A draft of the 2010 OSRP was released for
public comment on June 14, 2010. A public presentation and
hearing was held at Barnstable Town Hall on June 21, 2010,
and public comments were accepted by the Growth
Management Department through July 2, 2010. Public
comments, which are summarized in Section 10, were
reviewed and integrated into the final draft 2010 OSRP. The



Town of Barnstable

final draft OSRP was then submitted to DCS for review and
comment. DCS conditionally approved the plan through
October 2015 and offered comments. Responses to comments
from DCS were incorporated and the 2010 OSRP was
submitted to DCS for approval.

Section 3. Community Setting

At 60.17 square miles, Barnstable is geographically the largest
town on Cape Cod and the third largest in the Commonwealth.
The Town also is the most populous community on Cape Cod,
accounting for approximately 21% of Barnstable County’s
year-round population.

The Town of Barnstable includes seven villages: Hyannis,
Centerville, Osterville, Cotuit, Marstons Mills, West
Barnstable and Barnstable Village. Each has a dynamic history
of development and a unique village character. The village of
Hyannis has the largest population and most intense
commercial development of the seven villages and serves as
the commercial, transportation, cultural, social service and
health care center of Cape Cod.

As the largest and most populous community and the region’s
commercial and service center, the Town of Barnstable often
experiences the pressures of growth earlier and more acutely
than other Cape Cod towns. In response, the Town has taken a
leadership role in addressing many growth management issues,
including the protection of open space and the provision of
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recreational facilities, often providing models for action
followed by other Cape Cod towns.

Barnstable’s population is somewhat younger than other Cape
Cod towns or the County as a whole. The Town has a higher
percentage of people under 18 years of age than the County
and a lower percentage of people 65 years and older. For open
space and recreation planning, the age distribution suggests
that Barnstable needs to provide a broad mix of active and
passive recreation opportunities, and should gear facilities and
programs to meet the needs of young families as well as retired
adults.

Barnstable also has significant populations with special socio-
economic needs that should be considered in setting priorities
and allocating resources for open space and recreation facilities
and programs. Since the 2005 OSRP was developed,
Environmental Justice populations have been identified and
mapped in the Town of Barnstable. The state Environmental
Justice Policy seeks to focus resources to service the high-
minority/low-income neighborhoods in Massachusetts where
the residents are likely to be unaware of or unable to participate
in environmental decision-making or to gain access to state
environmental resources. The Policy defines Environmental
Justice populations as neighborhoods (U.S. Census Bureau
census block groups) that meet one or more of the following
criteria:
= The median annual household income is at or below 65
percent of the statewide median income for Massachusetts;
or
= 25 percent of the residents are minority; or
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= 25 percent of the residents are foreign born; or
= 25 percent of the residents are lacking English language
proficiency.

Meeting the open space and recreation needs of Barnstable’s
Environmental Justice populations is an important aim of the
2010 OSRP.

Water and wastewater management are issues at the core of
growth management and open space planning in Barnstable.
Water service is provided by a network of private and public
water and fire districts. The districts control a significant
amount of land, which protects public water supply and
provides areas for wildlife habitat. Management, expansion or
land swapping involving water district lands are strategic issues
addressed by the 2010 OSRP.

Section 4. Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Barnstable’s extensive and varied natural resources frame the
areas where open space protection often is needed or desired,
and also define the areas where citizens and visitors often seek
access for recreation and enjoyment. The resources, which are
greatly influenced by the Town’s size, geological history, and
exposure to Cape Cod Bay and Nantucket Sound, include:

= 170 miles of coastal and estuarine shoreline on Cape Cod
Bay and Nantucket Sound, including the 4,700-acre Sandy
Neck barrier beach which is classified as an Area of
Critical Environmental Concern;
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= Extensive wetlands, including salt marsh, anadramous fish
runs and 30 certified vernal pools;

= 61 freshwater ponds two or more acres in size, including
the 596-acre Wequaquet Lake, and encompassing Coastal
Plain pondshores and other significant plant communities;

= 32 animal species which are listed under the Massachusetts
Endangered Species Act as either endangered, threatened or
of special concern;

= Extensive wild and town-propagated shellfish resources
that support recreational shellfishing by some 2,300
residents and support a thriving commercial shellfishery;

= 10,482 acres of prime agricultural soils covering
approximately one-quarter of the Town’s total land area.

The variety and depth of the Town’s historic and cultural
resources also are compelling. Historic resources include
sixteen National Register of Historic Places districts, one local
historic district, one regional historic district, and numerous
historic structures and scenic roadways located in villages
throughout the Town. Community stewardship of Barnstable’s
historic resources is addressed in the Town’s Historic
Preservation Plan. Barnstable’s cultural resources encompass a
vibrant arts scene and numerous activities and festivals that
both celebrate and enhance the Town’s maritime and historic
traditions.

Barnstable faces challenges in protecting and enhancing the
vibrancy, variety and quantity of its natural, historic and
cultural resources. Many of the challenges the Town faces
relate to the pace and location of development over the past
half century, as well as other natural or economic trends. These
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challenges include:

= Concerns about pollution of ponds, estuaries and
groundwater resulting from nutrient loading and bacterial
contamination. These concerns have led to significant
efforts to manage wastewater and stormwater, which are
primary sources of the pollutants;

Table 12 Summary of Open Space and Recreation Land

Conservation Land 6,310.47 6,349.26 38.79
Land Bank/CPA 936.49 960.06 23.57
Private Open Space 1,101.30 1,181.51 80.21
State land 447.35 447.35 0.00

Conservation Restriction 279.78 438.39 158.61
Municipal Water District 233.51 233.51 0.00

Non-municipal Water Districts 1,162.48 1,188.60 26.12

Total Protected 10,471.38 10,798.68 327.30

Town Cemeteries 166.07 166.07 0.00
Public Trusts 87.41 79.17 -8.24
Town Recreation Land & Facilities 110.63 112.94 2.31
Beaches & Public Landings 145.14 145.14 0.00
Municipal use 865.84 934.46 68.62
Schools 311.06 289.73 -21.33
Airport 602.77 602.77 0.00
Housing Authority 49.68 54.50 4.82
Barnstable County Land & Facilities 126.45 123.11 -3.34
State Land 194.37 192.22 -2.15
Federal Land 1.15 1.15 0.00
Total Recreation and Other 2,660.57 2,701.26 40.69
Chapter 61 15.96 15.96 0.00
Chapter 61A Agricultural 733.12 628.13 -104.99
Barnstable County Farm 91.73 91.73 0.00
Chapter 61B Recreation 447.30 626.70 179.40
Cape Abilities Farm 0.00 6.58 6.58
Total Agriculture & Recreation 1,288.11 1,369.10 80.99

Source: Barnstable GIS and Growth Management Department
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Coastal erosion leads to increased efforts to armor the
shoreline, which in turn can upset the natural sediment flow
and create additional erosion pressures. Related concerns
are the impacts of erosion and flooding associated with
relative sea level rise;

Biodiversity and habitat fragmentation is of concern given
the extent of land development that has altered or
diminished habitat;

Protection of the Town’s scenic roads is needed to preserve
the character of Barnstable’s villages. These views and
vistas are influenced by roadway width and layout, the
presence or absence of setbacks and sidewalks, local
architecture and dominant trees and vegetation;

Barnstable has 17 sites that are considered tidally restricted
wetlands, due primarily to inappropriately sized culverts
and pipes. In some cases the restrictions impair shellfish
resources or anadromous fish runs, or lead to issues of
degraded water quality;

Management concerns on some conservation areas and
water district lands include illegal trash dumping,
unauthorized motorized off-road vehicle use, and
vandalism

There are several mapped Environmental Justice areas in
Barnstable. These areas include some of the most densely
populated, densely developed areas in Town. Efforts to
actively engage residents of these areas in open space and
recreation planning are essential to ensuring that the
development of new recreational programs and facilities
will meet their needs.
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Section 5. Inventory of Conservation and
Recreation Lands

Over the past several decades the Town’s strong commitment
to planning for open space and recreation has been guided by a
corridors and greenways strategy. The priority upland
greenway is the east-west oriented glacial moraine parallel to
Route 6, valued for its hilly terrain, forest cover, and wildlife
habitat. Many of the Town’s significant conservation parcels
are located along this greenbelt. Additional conservation efforts
have been focused on smaller corridors linking to the larger
conservation greenway along the moraine. Protection of
drinking water and protection of working landscapes are other
strategic open space protection objectives.

The Town’s strong commitment to open space and recreation
planning is demonstrated by a record of accomplishment.
Table 12 summarizes increases in a variety of open space and
recreation lands in the Town since 2005. Of the sixty square
miles or roughly 38,500 acres of total land area in the Town,
10,798.68 acres (28%) is protected open space; another
2,701.95 acres (7%) is other public open space, recreation land
or other public land; and 1,369.10 (4%) is lands in public or
private ownership dedicated to agricultural or recreational uses.
As noted above, since 2005 an additional 327.30 acres came
under protection through acquisition or conservation
restriction.
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Section 6. Community Vision

A strong community vision can imbue a plan with purpose and
provide the forward momentum needed for effective
implementation.

The Town of Barnstable undertook a multi-faceted approach to
articulating a community vision for the 2010 OSRP. This
approach involved outreach to town committees working on
related topics, an in-depth and widely circulated community
survey, detailed review by the LAPC which has broad-based
community representation, and consideration of locally-
approved planning documents that provide a consistent context
and interrelated goals to guide open space and recreation
planning.

A community survey was distributed and responses were
accepted over a thirty-day period. At the end of this period
there were 300 completed surveys submitted for tabulation, of
which 84% were from year round residents.

Based on the survey responses, the contributions of local
officials and facilities managers, and the consideration of
approved local plans and programs, the following broad goals
were established to guide the 2010 OSRP. Together, these
goals frame a community vision:

1. Continue to emphasize the protection of open space and
natural, historic and scenic resources as a community-wide
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priority, and an integral component of the Town’s efforts to
manage land use and the resulting effects of wastewater
and congestion.

2. In balance with groundwater protection, step up efforts to
provide opportunities for protection or restoration of land
dedicated to farming and agricultural uses, and for market
development of locally grown products.

3. Seek out ways to enhance public access to the waterfront
for a variety of activities.

4. Continue to expand and improve facilities to accommodate
active and passive recreation and improve the availability
and functionality of facilities for a multi-generational
population.

Section 7. Analysis of Needs

The previous sections have provided an overview of
community conditions and resources, an inventory of current
open space and recreation resources, and a sense of the
community’s vision for the future. The analysis of needs
presented in Section 7 reflects differences between existing
conditions and the desired outcomes described in the
community vision.

Community resource protection needs are summarized below:
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Protection of Public Water Supply. Public drinking water is

provided through a network of four* water districts.

Collectively the distinct districts share management challenges:

= The need to acquire land to meet the 400-foot protective

buffer in all Zone I’s;

The need to clarify the conditions under which water

district property can be sold or swapped for more strategic

parcels;

= Continued municipal efforts to control nutrient loading in
ground water;

= Management of water district land to control or eliminate
illegal or environmentally harmful activity.

Protection of Fresh and Marine Surface Water Bodies.

Access to water bodies is an integral part of community living

in Barnstable. Heavy use of waterways and shorelines, along

with dense development in surrounding watersheds, can

degrade vegetation, water quality and habitat. Protection needs

include:

= Swift implementation of wastewater management and
nutrient management plans;

= |mplementation of the Coastal Resource Management Plan
for Three Bays and Centerville River systems;

= Continued long-term monitoring of fresh and marine water
quality;

! The four districts providing water service are: Cotuit Fire District,
Centerville-Osterville-Marstons Mills Fire and Water District, Barnstable
Fire and Water District, and Hyannis Water District.
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= Continued strict adherence to wetlands regulations and
buffers around marsh, bordering vegetative wetlands, and
coastal landforms.

Protection and Enhancement of Wildlife Habitat. A

comparison of protected open space in the Town with areas of

sensitive habitat shows instances of fragmentation of sensitive

habitat areas. Needs to achieve green space connections and

reconnections include:

= Using the analysis and maps provided in the Barnstable
Comprehensive Plan as a guide to acquiring land;

= Exploring all opportunities to establish greenway linkages
and reconnect habitat fragments, including easements,
transfer of development rights (TDR), “undevelopment”,
and acquisition;

= Developing a green infrastructure plan to identify and
prioritize opportunities for green linkages and habitat
connections;

= Including wildlife protection in management plans for
conservation and water district lands; and

= Ensuring that development and redevelopment projects
seek determination of habitat status from Massachusetts
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program.

Land Protection. As funds for land acquisition grow scarce,

use of regulatory and non-regulatory land protection measures

will become increasingly important. These measures may

include:

= |Incorporating open space protection measures in regulatory
reviews of residential and commercial development and
redevelopment projects;
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= Seeking removal of existing built structures on key public
and private parcels for open space protection, traffic
mitigation or aesthetic benefits;

= Expanding use of non-regulatory protection methods to
acquire open space including: donation, bequest, bargain
sale, tax title transfer, and use of a reverter clause;

= Expanding use of non-regulatory measures to protect open
space with less than fee interest: conservation restrictions,
easements, options to purchase, rights of first refusal, tax
deferral programs, differential assessment programs, lease
arrangements and other tax incentive programs to
encourage private property owners to protect their property;

= Exploring application of land use regulations to protect
open space, such as broader use of cluster-style
development.

Opportunities for Agriculture. Stemming the loss of
agricultural activity and expanding the amount of land
available for farming is an issue of regional importance. With
strong community interest, prime agricultural soils and large
open areas in the western part of Town, Barnstable is poised to
take advantage of regional interest and opportunities to re-
energize agricultural activity in Town. Preserving land for
farmlands was identified as very important or important to
seventy percent of community survey respondents.

Community open space and recreation needs are summarized
below:

Public Access to the Water. Public access to the water for
residents and visitors is an on-going open space and recreation
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need in the Town. By a wide margin, public access to water
bodies for bathing, fishing and hand carried boating is the most
used type of recreation facility among respondents to the
community survey. Barnstable is challenged to provide an
adequate number of water access opportunities to meet
demand, and to maintain the associated support infrastructure
such as parking, boat ramps and comfort facilities. The Town’s
Ways to Water program has successfully increased access
opportunities throughout Town, and has coordinated the
Coastal Access Program which funds repairs and maintenance.
This high level of commitment to public access is a continuing
need and must be balanced with the sustainability of fragile
coastal and shoreline resources.

Athletic Field Space. In 2008, the Recreation Division

sponsored an Athletic Fields Needs Assessment. Each of the

Town’s thirty-eight athletic fields was inspected and soil and

turf samples were analyzed. The assessment concluded that the

Town “needs to upgrade the poor conditions of their athletic

fields and increase the insufficient amount of field space.” The

Recreation Division identified the following needs:

= Additional athletic fields and field improvements as
recommended by the needs assessment;

= An athletic complex on thirty-six acres of land adjacent to
the Hyannis Golf course;

= A youth baseball field on the former Childs property, which
IS now town-owned,;

= Facilities upgrades at many recreation field locations.

Hyannis Youth and Community Center (HYCC). HYCC is
a jewel among the Town’s recreation facilities. The HYCC is a
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full service, year-round community center that serves residents

of all ages. The facility was purposely located in an area with

underserved populations, including the Town’s Environmental

Justice populations. Needs important to the continued success

of HYCC include:

= Promoting year-round use. With two rinks, HYCC is fully
utilized by regional hockey leagues from fall through
spring. HYCC has branched out to regional groups to
ensure year round use and diverse activities that appeal to a
broad range of residents. Year-round use is critical because
HYCC is funded by an Enterprise Fund and revenues are
needed to repay debt service;

= Balancing regional use with local needs and facility
capacity. As regional use of HYCC expands, it will be
necessary to ensure that critical local programming and
access is not displaced.

Hyannis Parks. Hyannis is the most densely developed of
Barnstable’s villages and an area identified by Town growth
management policies as an area of future mixed-use infill
development and redevelopment. The village is also the
location of Environmental Justice populations who are likely to
have fewer recreation options. Sufficient park and recreation
space is needed to support additional growth and accommodate
residents, employees, and visitors.

Community management needs are summarized below.

Field Maintenance and Management. Responsibilities for

managing and maintaining town athletic fields need to be
clarified among the Recreation Division, School Department,
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and the Department of Public Works. Going forward, greater
coordination will be needed to manage use, plan and budget
improvements, and conduct maintenance at field locations.

Land Management. Presently there are 5,330 acres under
active management by the Conservation Division, of which
2,025 acres are managed for public passive recreation.
Management plans for twelve conservation areas have been
developed and implemented, and these plans have supported
numerous grants and improvement projects. Each plan
includes a recommendation to upgrade the management every
five years. While the plans remain valid, a periodic assessment
of plans is advisable in light of implementation activities and
changing conditions.

Reducing and Eliminating Barriers to Accessibility. Based
on 2000 census data, 18% of Barnstable’s non-institutionalized
population over the age of 5 is disabled.? In addition,
Barnstable has a high percentage of older residents as
compared to the state, some who may have mobility issues.
These facts in combination suggest a needed emphasis on
ensuring that facilities are accessible to a broad range of the
population and should strive to meet ADA standards.
Additional accessibility needs or improvements identified by
the Barnstable Disability Commission include:

= Completing access projects identified in the 2007 Beach
Survey and subsequent updates;

% Town of Barnstable Community Development Block Grant Program Draft
Five Year Consolidated Plan and One-Year Action Plan, 2010.
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= Checking the two municipal golf courses for access needs;

= Building additional accessible playgrounds similar to
Luke’s Love in West Barnstable;

= Continuing to improve accessibility signage at all town
facilities.

On-going assessments and proposed ADA compliance needs
are detailed in Appendix E ADA Self Evaluation.

Sections 8. & 9. Goals and Objectives and Action
Plan

The community vision, inventory of resources and analysis of
needs and opportunities provide the basis for refining goals and
objectives of the OSRP. Goals are the broad outcomes the
OSRP seeks to engender, and objectives are the conceptual
milestones to achieve the goal. Section 9 contains a complete
list of actions needed to accomplish goals and objectives.

The goals and objectives for the 2010 OSRP are summarized
below, along with the highest priority actions for each goal:

Goal 1: Protect and maintain a maximum amount of open
space to enhance environmental protection, recreational
opportunities and community character.

Objectives to accomplish the goal include:
1.1 Review and refine criteria for prioritizing land acquisition
and protection decisions. The process and criteria should
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reflect a comprehensive, up-to-date evaluation of recreation,
conservation and resource protection needs;

1.2 Continue the Town’s strong commitment to acquiring open
space consistent with the criteria used to evaluate and guide
land protection decisions.

1.3 Promote policy and regulatory measures to preserve open
space;

1.4 Promote non-regulatory measures to preserve open space;
1.5 Promote active stewardship of protected open spaces.
Priority Actions:

1.1.A. Refine the criteria used to evaluate land acquisition and

protection decisions, to ensure that criteria adequately reflect
current recreation, conservation and resource protection needs.

1.2.A Continue to dedicate town funds for acquisition.

1.2.B Continue grant writing (e.g., Land and Water, PARC) to
support acquisition.

1.4.C Provide information to land owners regarding
conservation options including: conservation restrictions, gifts,
Chapter 61, 61A, 61B and other land protection strategies.

Goal 2: Plan, coordinate and execute open space protection
measures that complement community efforts to protect water
supply, protect fresh and marine surface waters, preserve
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historic, scenic and cultural resources, and provide
opportunities for farming and agriculture.

Objectives to accomplish the goal include:

2.1 Coordinate open space protection measures with efforts to
protect the Town’s groundwater supply for current and future
needs;

2.2 Coordinate open space protection measures with efforts to
protect wildlife habitat and augment the Town’s green spaces
and corridors;

2.3 Coordinate open space protection measures with efforts to
protect fresh and marine wetlands and surface waters;

2.4 Promote local efforts to protect land available for farming

in balance with groundwater protection, and to support market
development of locally grown produce.

Priority Actions:
2.1.A Identify and inventory the protection status of all fire and
water district lands.

2.1.B For the Hyannis Water District, research the legal
feasibility and strategic considerations of selling or exchanging
excess property with a goal to increase ownership and control
of Zone | areas.

2.1.C Provide planning support as needed to fire and water
district efforts to secure lands to meet regulatory standards for
buffers around all wells in a MassDEP Zone I.
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2.3.A Support continued strict application of regulations
designed to protect coastal and freshwater wetlands, and in
particular the “no build” and “no disturb” buffer zone
requirements.

2.3.C Support local wastewater management and nutrient
management plans and projects.

Goal 3: Provide diverse recreational opportunities and access
throughout Barnstable and ensure that the current and
future needs of all user groups are met appropriately.

Objectives to accomplish the goal include:
3.1 Explore ways to ensure sustained funding for recreation
facility maintenance;

3.2 Support the continued success of the Hyannis Youth and
Community Center;

3.3 Provide adequate active recreation facilities for youth,
adults, and seniors;

3.4 With support and input from residents, pursue recreation
facilities improvements in each village;

3.5 Provide adequate passive recreation facilities and
programs;

3.6 Coordinate planning for a town greenway network to
maximize opportunities for trailways, bikeways, enhancements
to the Cape Cod Pathways, and connections between open
spaces;
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3.7 Explore opportunities for expanding park and recreation
space in Hyannis south of Route 28.

Priority Actions:

3.1.A Encourage development of a financial plan as a
prerequisite to land acquisition or facility development. The
plan would demonstrate funding sources for start-up costs and
on-going operations and/or maintenance.

3.2.A Promote year-round use of the HYCC to engender
diverse activities and generate needed revenues.

3.3.A Develop consensus around and explore implementation
of an outdoor athletic field complex on property abutting the
Hyannis Golf Course.

3.3.B Implement the recommendations of the 2008 Athletic
Field Needs Assessment prepared for the Recreation Division
by John Deere/Lesco Landscapes for all middle and elementary
school athletic fields.

3.6.B Continue planning and design for a connection to the
regional bikeway network through the Mass Fisheries and
Wildlife Hyannis Ponds property.

Goal 4: Provide adequate public access to and safe enjoyment
of the Town’s open space and recreational resources and
programs, particularly its shoreline areas and fresh and
marine waterways. Access should be provided in balance
with resource sustainability.

Objectives to accomplish the goal include:



Town of Barnstable

4.1 Pursue opportunities to enhance coastal and freshwater
access;

4.2 Continue to reduce or eliminate architectural barriers to
public buildings and services, including beaches and major
conservation and recreation areas, to sustain independent living
for our seniors and disabled population;

4.3 Enhance access to open space and recreation programs and
facilities by Environmental Justice populations.

Priority Actions

4.1.A Look for opportunities to protect open space adjacent to
coastal resource areas for the purposes of public access and/or
resource protection, through acquisition or alternative land
protection tools.

4.1.E Support public shellfish propagation and continue public
access to designated recreational shellfishing areas.

4.2.E Complete accessibility projects identified in the 2007
Beach Survey and subsequent updates.

4.2.F Pursue Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
and other grant funds for accessibility improvements.

4.3.A Develop and outreach and communications plan to
ensure that Environmental Justice populations are aware of
open space and recreational facilities located throughout the
Town.
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4.3.C Increase parks and open space in underserved areas
including Hyannis and Centerville.

Goal 5: Promote greater coordination and communication
about community open space and recreation needs within
government and among stakeholder groups in the Town.

Objectives to accomplish the goal include:
5.1 Establish an implementation process for the 2010 OSRP, to
include annual progress reporting;

5.2 Establish regular coordination and communication among
municipal and private organizations and stakeholders involved
in open space protection;

5.3 Promote public awareness and support for open space
acquisition.

5.4 Update the OSRP for approval in 2017.

Priority Actions

5.1.A Coordinate implementation through the Growth
Management Department, Community Services Department,
and Regulatory Services Department, and involve other
municipal departments and boards and private stakeholder
groups in setting annual action plans and reporting progress.

5.3.A Use local media to provide public information about the
benefits, strategies and objectives associated with protecting
open space and providing adequate recreational opportunities.



